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Why Teach Music? 
 

I. MUSIC IS A SCIENCE:  It is exact, specific, and it demands exact acoustics.  A conductor’s 
full score is a chart, a graph that indicates frequencies, intensities, volume changes, melody, and harmony 
all at once and with the most exact control of time. 
 
II. MUSIC IS MATHEMATICAL:  It is rhythmically based on the subdivisions of time into 
fractions that must be done instantaneously, not worked out on paper. 
 
III. MUSIC IS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE:  Most of the terms are in Italian, German, or French, 
and the notation is certainly not English – but a highly developed kind of short hand that uses symbols to 
represent ideas.  The semantics of music is the most complete and universal language. 
 
IV. MUSIC IS HISTORY:  Music usually reflects the environment and times of when it was 
composed, often even the country and/or racial feeling. 
 
V. MUSIC IS PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  It requires fantastic coordination of the fingers, 
hands, arms, lips and facial muscles, in addition to extraordinary control of the diaphragmatic, back, 
stomach and chest muscles that respond instantly to the sound the ear hears and the mind interprets. 
 
VI. MUSIC DEVELOPS INSIGHT AND DEMANDS RESEARCH 
 
VII. MUSIC IS ALL THESE THINGS, but most of all, MUSIC IS ART.  It allows a human 
being to take all these dry, technically boring (but difficult) techniques and use them to create emotion.  
This is one thing science cannot duplicate: humanism, feeling, emotion, call it what you will. 
 

Why study music? 
 

Not because we expect you to major in music 
Not because we expect you to play or sing all your life 

Not so you can relax 
Not so you can have fun 

But----- so you will be human 
So you will recognize beauty 

So you will be sensitive 
So you will be closer to an infinite beyond this world 

So you will have something to cling to 
So you will have more love, more compassion, more gentleness 

more goodness; in short, more quality of life. 
 

Of what value will it be to make a prosperous living unless you know how to live? 
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That is why we teach music! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

LMCMS  Band 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

This handbook has been written for the Liberty Memorial Central Middle School band members and their 
parents with the hope of giving information regarding the various phases and activities of the music 
department.  The handbook also contains the policies and regulations of the department. 
 
All members and parents are urged to read the entire handbook 
carefully at the beginning of each school year to avoid conflict with 
the policies and rules stated herein. 
 
The music program will be conducted in a manner that will encourage all students to achieve these goals: 
 

1. Make a real effort to learn and improve daily. 
 

2. Cooperate with fellow band members and share with them the responsibilities and privileges 
that are a part of the music program. 

 
3. Follow all classroom rules, school regulations, and travel instructions issued for trips. 

 
4. Have the proper respect for those in authority. 

 
5. Be honest and fair with others concerning equipment, music and school life in general. 

 
6. Read and play music with insight and expression. 
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REHEARSAL OBJECTIVES 
 

 
Every rehearsal should contribute to the improvement of the following elements of effective ensemble 
performance: 
 
1.  Reading music notation. 7.   Control of tempo 
2.  Intonation 8.   Technical facility 
3.  Tone Quality 9.   Control of total dynamic level 
4.  Rhythmic accuracy 10.  Proper emphases of balance-blend 
5.  Precision attacks/releases 11.  Interpretation-phrasing 
6.  Clarity of articulation 12.  Overall musicianship 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Your success in music lies in the amount of quality private practice you do at home.  One half-hour a 
day is a good standard minimum to set for your self.  Here are some guidelines for better practice. 
 

1. Set aside a particular time of the day to practice. 
 

2. Have a designated area where you practice, such as your room, basement, garage, etc. 
 

3. Use a metronome if at all possible. 
 

4. Quality is always more important than quantity.  The most important aspect of practice is being 
able to accomplish a certain goal. 

 
5. Organize a definite warm-up procedure.  Use scales, arpeggios, lip slurs (brasses), and/or 

rudiments (percussion). 
 

6. Study your music and decide what measures you cannot play, and then work out these sections.  
Learning twenty measures well is better than just “playing through” a piece. 

 
7. If possible, take private lessons with a qualified instructor.  We have a list of private teachers.  

Contact us at LMCMS (330-1815) or jhcox@usd497.org   or  thunt@usd497.org 
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CONCERT DRESS 
 

 
It is important that the students look their absolute best when representing the LMCMS Band Department. 
The goal is to have a uniform look without costing a lot. 
 
Concert dress for 6th, 7th and 8th grade band students is a black long sleeved button down shirt/blouse, 
black pants, black skirt, black shoes/socks/hose.  
Please use this guideline when choosing concert attire:  the less skin showing, the better. 

 
PARENTS, please help your student arrive in the proper attire.  If there are any questions, call us at 
LMCMS  (330-1815). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INSTRUMENTS 
 

 
1. Instruments are needed for every scheduled rehearsal day. 

 
2. All instruments are expected to be clean and in excellent repair with accessories (oil, swab, etc). 

 
3. If you are physically unable to play, please bring a note from your doctor, parents, or school 

nurse.  If you are at school, you should plan to sit with your instrument and at least finger your 
part or take notes over the rehearsal to be handed in when the bell rings. 

 
4. Label your instrument case with name only.  Record serial number and brand name of instrument 

and keep the information at home. 
 

5. Store your instrument in your assigned band lockers.  NEVER leave instruments in the hall 
overnight or on weekends.  Instruments need to be secured with a combination lock on assigned 
lockers.  Bring combination lock from home. 

 
6. Chewing gum and candy damages instruments.   Do not bring into the band room. 

 
7. Percussion equipment is to be used by percussionists.  Percussion players must be sure all 

equipment is carefully stored and covered after each rehearsal.  All percussionists should have 
their own stick bag complete with several pairs of sticks and various yarn and rubber mallets.  All 
of these materials are available through local music representatives. 

 
 
 
 

Label ALL personal equipment 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Aug. 21-24        City-wide instrumental Vendor Nights                         6:30-8:30pm 

 
Aug. 28                   School Instrument Rental Night                                   6:30-8pm       
                                      
   
Oct. 10  Orchestra/Mustang Band Fall Concert @ LMCMS       7 pm  
 
 
Nov. 21                   Fall  Instrumental Assembly                                       8:15am 
                                          (Mustang Band Only) 
    
Dec. 5                    6th Grade Demo Concert                                               7 pm 
 
 
Dec. 8            8th grade Choir/Orchestra/Band Grade School Tour         TBA 
                             
                             
 
 
Jan. 19-20                    Sousa State Wide Band                                             TBA 
 
 
Jan. 23             Winter 7th Band/Orchestra Concert                                 7pm 
                                                                      
  
Mar 8               March Madness Instrumental Concert                            7pm   
                                           8th grade band/orchestra/Excalibur 
 
April 7                  Lawrence Middle School Solo Festival                        TBA                      
 
April 24               6th/7th   Spring Band Concert                                         7pm             
 
 
April 25              Free State Concert Band Festival                                 TBA              
 
 
May 17            Spring Band/Orchestra Concert                                 7pm 
                                                      Mustang Band only 
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EQUIPMENT and SUPPLIES 

    Method books 
Each Sixth Grade band members will need: (this will be provided) 

1. Measures of Success Book I  
 
Each Seventh Band member will need: (this will be provided) 

1. Measures of Success Book II  
 
Each Mustang Band member will use: (this book will be provided) 

1. Warm-ups and Beyond by Timothy Loest 
 
All Brass Players (including those using school instruments) will need: 

1. Mouthpiece brush. 
2. Flexible “snake” for cleaning the inside of the instrument. 
3. Valve oil (for valve instruments) or slide cream with water bottle for trombone players. 
4. Tuning slide grease. 

 
All Woodwind Players (including those using school instruments) will need: 

1. Swab (cotton or silk) DO NOT USE “SHOVE IT” swabs! 
2. A box of reeds (for single reed players) (2 reeds for oboe or bassoon players) 
3. Reed guards to protect reeds from warping and cracking. 
4. Cork grease. 

 
All Percussionists will need: 

1. Practice pad or snare drum and bell kit to be used at home. 
2. Snare Drum Sticks: 5A, 5B, 2B or equivalent; medium weight; wood; nylon tip optional.  

NOTE: Many sticks do not carry the traditional number/letter size and weight designations.  
Consult a knowledgeable music retailer for recommendations. 

3. Rubber or plastic mallets: hard (for bells) 
4. Stick Bag: with several pockets and stick chambers. 
5. Yarn mallets: medium hard (for use on marimba and suspended cymbal) 
6. Drum Key. 

 
7th grade Percussionists will need: the items listed above plus Chromatic Pitch Pipe and Timpani 
Mallets: soft. 
 
8th grade Percussionists will need: the items listed above and Timpani Mallets: hard 
 
LMCMS will provide percussionists with the following equipment: percussion cabinet, snare drums, 
bongos, suspended cymbal, bells, xylophone, finger cymbals, triangles, wood black, tambourines, claves, 
maracas, cowbell, slight bells, temple blocks, drum set, bass drum beaters, triangle beaters, bass drum, 
concert toms, cymbals, gong, tam-tam, chimes, timpani, guiro castanets, shakers, ratchet, slide whistle, 
siren, vibra slap, gong beater, chime mallets. 
 
All students using school instruments and 7th and 8th grade percussionists will 
be assessed a $50.00 maintenance fee (district policy).  Make checks payable to 
Lawrence Public Schools. 
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        Acknowledgement of Responsibility 
 

 
PARENTS/GUARDIANS: 
 

Please sign and return this slip and a box of Kleenex to Mrs. Cox or Mr. Hunt no later than  
Friday, August 25, 2017 

 
 

We have received and read the contents of the LMCMS Band Handbook.  We wish to assume 
the obligations of the band program.  We understand that IF we are using a school instrument 
(including 7th and 8th grade percussionists) we agree to pay the maintenance fee of $50.00. 
 
 
Signed:  Date:   
                                                  Parent name here 
 
 

Student Name 
 

I do____/don’t____ give my permission for my student to ride the bus to both in town and out-
of-town functions for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 
Mother’s name  
 
 Work phone  Email address  
 
Father’s name   
 
 Work phone  Email address  
 
 
Just a word about the special relationship between the audience and performers on stage…. 
 
The musicians have been trained to focus intently during live performances, yet they are very aware of you and are quite sensitive 
to your reactions. 
 
Your moods are literally felt across the footlights and either enhance or inhibit the performance. 
 
Unlike electronic entertainment (TV, movies, radio, etc.) where talking out loud or leaving the room for a bowl of popcorn 
doesn’t effect the outcome, the live performance can be destroyed by these interruptions. 
 
School music programs are always attended by our most loyal fans.  We are sure we can count on you to support our performing 
groups with your attention during numbers and your polite applause. 


